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Sabaic Inscriptions from the ‘wam Temple:

A Historical and Linguistic Study

\}:p}.obgl&

Abstract: This study presents an analysis of
six Sabaic inscriptions from the Awam
Temple in Marib, the capital of the Kingdom
of Saba. The first inscription (YMN 58) has
been republished following the availability of
a complete photograph, as a large part of it
was covered by sand in the previous
publication. The second inscription (YMN
59, Ja 561bis) and the fourth inscription (
YMN 61, Ja 562) have also been republished
with photographic images for the first time to
enhance their scholarly and archaeological
value. The third, fifth, and sixth inscriptions
(YMN 60,62,63) are new and have not been
published before, and all are of a votive

Nature.

The most prominent highlight in the newly
discovered part of the first inscription is the
mention of King "Wahabil Yahtiz". As for the
third

documents "“ubid *‘Ashwa" dedicating a statue

new inscriptions: the inscription
to the deity "Almaqah" in gratitude for his
recovery from an illness that lasted sixteen
months, and seeking favor with King
“"Anmar Yuhamin". The fifth inscription
shows "Hayw*Athtar bin Sharsam’, the king's

envoy, presenting a bronze statue to the deity

Wy anlys Eomdl o ey a5l
b 3l A e it ok 3]
Jo¥ il s ael L Sl 50l
sr O3] S350 355 dns (0A 9)

LS gl 2 3 JUll ke e 58
(Ja 561bis <0d <) Wl paddl 25 L
B2 il jeall wa (Ja 562 TN ) @l
o @AYl Bdall Ligaed jppad 50 JoY
) by ety e s of
Lensiy 15 oo il by 5000263) ¢ 1Y

) e B 22U g (3 sy b ]
Ll o’ Gl S s Y
gl tedWl pad) g raagad)  uedd)
b 18 i) s gneld Nl " gl s
by des phe B gl o e wlis
PP W PV BC TR USSR
o e s pld il )
spmald (sign JWE gddn M Egn




Aygly B0 Aty plal e pn Bt gl

If.ni“l_"f"‘ﬂ

(rv) JI:—_IJ

"Almaqah" for bodily health and complete
wellness, in fulfillment of the vow of his
brother "Mashni’ bin Hadnan", and secking
favor and satisfaction with King "Lahay-athat
Yarkhum". Finally, the sixth inscription
records "Baril *Arsal" of the Banii "Dhui Sahar"
clan presenting a silver statue to the deity
"Almaqah" in praise and gratitude for being
blessed with a newborn son from his wife
"Karibah al-Saharlyah", and seeking favor
and satisfaction with King "Nashakarib

Yuha'min."

The study also includes a linguistic analysis of
the

comparing them with expressions in the

selected terms from inscriptions,
contemporary local dialect and in Arabic

clarify

meanings. The historical significance of the

dictionaries to their contextual

newly discovered portion of the first
inscription and the three new inscriptions lies
in their dating of successive Sabaean kings’
reigns: beginning with "Wahabil Yahiz" in
the second half of the 2nd century CE,
followed by "Anmar Yuha'min bin Wahabl
Yahaz' in the late 2nd century CE, then
'Lahayathat Yarkhum" in the early 3rd
century CE, and ending with "Nasha’karib
Yuhamin bin Ilsharah Yahdib" in the second
half of the 3rd century CE.

Keywords: Inscriptions, Kings of Saba’,

Marib, Awam Temple, Almagah
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